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ponts. They conquered.
New York was wild with delight over Hoyt's "A Stranger in New York,"

with its Tenderloin quips and its cocktail wiles. The piece went with a
rush from beginning to end. We held our sides and roared. We splashed
In mirth when the old gentleman was taken to a plague house, stripped
and fumigated. We giggled in sympathy at the boozing men and women,
and we pinnacled Hoyt and his jokes. Away went "A Stranger In New
York" to London. The 'Arries and 'Arrlets in the pit sat bolt upright in
solemn-eyed wonder, and couldn't understand what It was all about. Every
point was lost, and Hoyt was accused of being coarse and vulgar and chestnutty.Humor had crossed the Atlantic and had been worsted.

They saw nothing entertaining in it. When the waiter passed Harry
Conor a glass of water, and he.with the Tenderloin aversion to watertookfrom his buttonhole a bunch of violets and placed them in the glass,
New York shrieked with glee. New York was looking at its pet Tenderloiner.dallying with the fecund Hoffman House idea of wit. London didn't
like It. London would have preferred some obvious allusion to water and
some paretic pun dealing with wine. The geography of humor was never
better illustrated. There is no Hoffman House In the Strand, and the middle-classBritish mind regards a "pint of 'arf and 'arf" not as a Jest, but
as a stern and necessitous reality.

Half the Jokes In "A Stranger In New York" dealt with Inebriety. InebrietyIs a pregnant source of humor in America. In England It Isn't. There
they drink more, possibly, but they drink less fancifully. Their Imaginationsare not Inspired by the fantastic Joys of gin rlckeys and mint Juleps.
Hoyt was swamped In his efforts to Jocularlze the mournful realities of the
public house.
We were equally dense when the extremely Insular Dan Leno came here

as "the funniest man on earth." Mr. Leno Is a giant In London. He wentback cursing America, because his brand 0? humor was unintelligible here.
All the 'Arrlets In London used to scream with laughter at his Joke about
boiling a pudding In a kettle and trying to pour it out through the spout.T^Vl(% Vow mofrrvna vam ~ . . -t t- * * *

. *v*u. ra<* tt -JCUU " vie ytHAt^Hy UIlLUUCUeU Oj IlilS
particular brand of fun. They linderstood no more about English puddings
than the Londoners understood about American drinks, and the result was
calamitous to poor Leno. He felt very much Insulted, and New York will
never see him again.

In the great International exchange of stage material.beware of drama,
comedy, farce.gamble only on Girl. Girl never fails. Geography Is smashed
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to atoms In the presence of Girl. A Marie Studholme comes over here to
set our pulses throbbing with appreciation, and an Edna May goes over

there to becom© the fad. This may be a rather primitive Idea, due to
the stern and unyielding laws of sex, but It is there, and you can't help
realizing It. I may have all sorts of imprecations hurled at my head for
the gross Idea of asserting that the American girl has knocked out the
American drama and th» American Joke, but until somebody shows me distinctlythat I am wrong, I shall cont'nue to declare it.

"The Heart of Maryland," Ee'lasco's admirable play that has made a

fortune In America, was not particularly adored in London. It came after
"Secret Service," and was unfavorably compared with It, Just as though
it were possible to have too much of a good thing. The talent and the
charms of Mrs. Leslie Carter were admitted, but "The Heart of Maryland"
didn't cause the Thames to burn. In fact, the Thames is still there, cold
and wet. "Too Much Johnson," at which we laughed immoderately, and
which to our minds is as far superior to "Charley's Aunt" as "Hamlet" is

m.o.ui. ,i .nni.nH.il nniatta'a idea of
t\j \jutic xulii a vjttum, nag uut iuhuuchj

playinga farclal character perfectly serious was not appreciated, and this
American actor Is generally conceded to have enjoyed but half a success.

"Sue" was an Annie Russell triumph only. The play was not particularly
approved. The girl that centred In it was responsible entirely for any attentionthat was bestowed upon It.

Perhaps It would be Just as well for managers to realize all this. Englandand America have a great b g ocean between them, and the Ideas that
flourish on one side of that seething pool very rarely bloom on the other.
In fact, you can't get them across with any degree of satisfaction. The
Girl can breast those billows and land successfully on either side of them.
The Girl Isn't an Idea, She Is a reality, and she always "goes." She
Is hampered occasionally by her setting, as George Edwardes can testify.
She Is a timid thing, and likes to be chaperoned over the water by hosts of
comedians, tons of libretto and shiploads of music. These generally fall
and militate against the triumph of the GirL The American publlo last
season liked Miss Studholmo, but didn't cars tor "in lown, tns aggregationthat accompanied her.

In "The Belle of New York" there was so much femininity that Hugh
Morton and Gustave Kerker came In for a great deal of Its lustre. The
piece has run triumphantly at the Shaftesbury Theatre ever since it landedthere, and the Casino proprietors have come to the conclusion that they
can henceforth divide their beauties between London and Nevr York, tin*
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